Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 008877 
ORIGIN L-03 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO CPR-01 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO JUSE-00 /044 R 

DRAFTED BY L/M:HFSHAMWELL:MFM 
APPROVED BY L/M : KEM ALMB ORG 
S/CPR - MRS. JACKSON 
ARA/CEN - MS. HICKS 
ARA-LA/CEN:MWEISSMAN 

142221Z 044275/74-61 

R 141556Z JAN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 008877 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: CASE OF COL. MANUEL ALFONSO RODRIGUEZ 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 5641 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED ON SUGGESTION MADE TO PRESIDENT 
MOLINA BY PRIVATE ATTORNEYS THAT DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY CERTI- 
FICATION BE REQUESTED BY GOE FOR COL. MANUEL H. RODRIGUEZ, 
CURRENTLY UNDER SENTENCE IN THE U.S. FOLLOWING CONVICTION 
FOR ILLEGAL ARMS (CONTRABAND) ACTIVITIES. EMB. SOUGHT 
GUIDANCE IN RESPONSE TO PROPOSAL BY PRESIDENT MOLINA TO 
REQUEST IMMUNITY FOR RODRIGUEZ TO ALLOW HIS RETURN TO EL 
SALVADOR. 

2. THE RECORDS OF THE DEPT. DO NOT REFLECT THAT COL. 

RODRIGUEZ WAS ACCREDITED TO THE UNITED STATES AT THE TIME 
HE ENGAGED IN THE ACTIVITIES IN QUESTION. THUS, THERE WAS 
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AND IS NO BASIS FOR ACCORDING HIM IMMUNITY FROM LEGAL PRO- 
CESS, EVEN THOUGH HE MAY HAVE BEEN VISITING THE UNITED 
STATES ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

3. EMB. SHOULD USE ITS DISCRETION IN RESPONDING TO 
PRESIDENT MOLINA ON BASIS OF ABOVE GUIDANCE. 
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